
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN’S TRIP TO LIBERIA 
From September 10th to 22nd, 

2012, National Chair Gudrun 

Harris took a two week 

assessment, evaluation and 

consultation tour of B. W. 

Harris Episcopal School. The 

purpose of the tour was to 

assess the state of the school, 

evaluate the Association’s 

investments and consult with 

authorities of the school in 

order to plan future 

investments. National Chair 

Harris has reported: “By 

every measure, it was a very 

successful visit.”  

 

According to Ms. Harris, she 

had a very productive and 

friendly working relationship 
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NATIONAL CHAIR cont 
Association for all the 

contributions over the years, 

expressing hope that the school 

and Association will continue 

to work together. 

 

One of the highlights of the 

visit was the signing of a 

memorandum of understanding 

with Ms. Weeks, the trustees 

chair. The Memorandum of 

Understanding lays the 

foundation for the 

Association’s ongoing 

relationship with the school. It 

requires that the Association’s 

projects will be undertaken 

only in coordination with the 

school’s principal, and that the 

school will be responsible for 

maintaining projects once 

completed.  

 

As a result of her tour, the 

National Chair has made the 

following recommendations to 

the Association: 

• Provide basketball, kickball 

& soccer jerseys.  

• Provide musical instruments. 

• Continue to allocate the 

$3,500 annually for Smart 

Tech to be set aside for 

replacement of obsolete 

computers since the school 

has taken over the full 

maintenance and training of 

Smart Tech.  

• Provide three dictionaries 

for the library.  

• Equip the library with audio 

headsets and tape recorder 

for students and teachers’ 

use.  The students will be 

able to listen to the lesson 

without interruptions. The 

present tape recorder is too 

small and has inadequate 

audio levels.  

• Provide a new medicine 

cabinet with lock and keys 

for use in the clinic. 

• Provide a desk, chair and 

shelves in the home 

economics room. 

• Provide items for art class 

(an approved list was 

obtained).  

December 2012 

with Principal Lurleen 

King Falla, and described 

the overall environment 

of the school as very 

satisfactory. She met with 

the entire student body 

and also engaged students 

throughout daily visits to 

the school.  The students 

expressed profound 

gratitude to members for 

the role the Association 

plays in their school lives. 

The National Chair 

personally donated fans 

for use in the classrooms 

during her visit in 

response to a request by 

the children. 

 

Ms. Harris had the 

opportunity to meet 22 

parents of scholarship 

recipients and 21 

applicants and thanked 

them for applying for the 

2012-2013 scholarship 

awards. In a meeting with 

teachers, the National Chair 

reminded them that the 

Association’s primary goal and 

objective is to work with them 

to help change the learning 

environment at B. W. Harris 

School. 

 

During the course of the 

working visit, National Chair 

Harris met Bishop Hart, Ms. 

Deroe Weeks, chair of the board 

of trustees and board members 

Juanita Neal and Charles Allen. 

The Board agreed to partner 

with the Association  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with regards to maintaining its 

projects and thanked the 
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NATIONAL  

CHAIR cont 

December 2012 

 

• Provide chairs for the 

auditorium, as well as 

drapes/curtains for the 

stage 

• Convert the “Teacher 

Caroline Cole Teacher 

Incentive Program” into 

the “Teacher Caroline 

Cole Teacher Training 

Program.” 

 

National Chair Harris, who 

personally funded the trip, 

has expressed thanks and 

appreciation to members of 

the association, the 

executive board, and  the 

president and members of 

Tri-State Chapter 

for  assisting her with 

additional the funds to help 

facilitate her visit. 

 

LIBERIA PICTURES: 
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The web address 

http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.

org will remain the same. The 

web site revision, which is a 

joint venture with Elevation, a 

leading web solution firm for 

nonprofit organizations, is 

being funded by an anonymous 

grant. According to Elevation, 

it exists to help nonprofit 

organizations spread their 

message effectively online.  

 

More information about 

Elevation is available at: 

http://www.elevationweb.org 

 

The goals for revising the web 

site are to: 

 

• Bring additional clarity to 

whom the beneficiaries of 

the Association’s work are, 

i.e. the students of B.W. 

Harris. 

• Offer more vivid 

information about  B. W. 

Harris Episcopal School 

Alumni Association-USA 

Inc.’s activities in support of 

the B. W. Harris Episcopal 

School. 

• Improve access to donors to 

contribute to the B. W. 

Harris Episcopal School 

Alumni Association-USA 

Inc. 

• Afford easier updates and 

current information. 

• Provide a dynamic calendar 

of upcoming events. 

• Increase members’ visits to 

the web site. 

The current members of the 

Web Site Revision Task Force 

are Stephen Neal, Gudrun 

Harris, Joanna Freeman and 

Mohamedu Jones. Participation 

is still opened to interested 

members.   
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UNVEILING OF NEW SITE JANUARY 2013 
by Staff Writer 

The B. W. Harris Episcopal 

School Alumni Association – 

USA, Inc. has commenced 

revising its web site, with plans 

to unveil the new site in January 

2013.  
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2012 NATIONAL BOARD MEETING WITH PENNDEL AS HOST 
by Charles Coleman 

attendees stay wide eyed due to 

the quality of the National 

Chair’s report. 

 

Good Food: Nothing destroys a 

conference as quickly as either 

food, or lack of food. PennDel 

organizers ensure plenty and 

variety of food and participants 

felt it was worth their time. The 

meeting climaxed with a major 

fundraiser at 8 p.m. with 

members and their families. We 

observed great social 

interaction, fundraising through 

auction by PennDel’s own 

Thomas Grant. Traditionally, 

the party was set to end at 2 

a.m. but there was an extension 

to 3:30 am followed by after 

party.  Meanwhile, latest report 

from PennDel confirmed that 

Mr. Thomas Grant withdrew 

from the presidential race, and 

the election has been 

postponed.  
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PennDel, one of the new 

Chapters to join ranks in the 

BW Harris Alumni 

association (USA), continues 

to shine as evidenced by 

recent events. At 10 a.m. on 

June 20, PennDel hosted the 

national board meeting at St. 

John's Catholic Center in 

Newark, Del. A major 

fundraiser followed during 

the evening hours. Both 

activities went well.   

 

Participants had fun, 

deliberated on important 

issues and everyone felt their 

hours were well spent. As 

you are aware, Penndel's 

membership is comprised of 

alumni and former students 

from Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, Southern Jersey 

and Northern Maryland. 

Overall, I like to say the 

meeting was successful. The 

hall was beautiful, which 

created a stimulating meeting 

atmosphere that helped to 

build a sense of excitement 

and set the tone for the entire 

event. Also, deliberations 

covered the 2012 convention 

reports, 2013 convention 

budget, and preparation for the 

2013 convention. 

 

The National Chair Gudrun 

Harris was very articulate in 

her report from her recent trip 

to Liberia. Her report was very 

encouraging, supported by 

graphics. She was able to 

motivate, inspire, stimulate 

and made participants laugh 

directly after the lunch break. 

Lunch is the time of day when 

most participants are ready for 

a snooze, but it was different 

at PennDel,  
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AN AUTUMN EVENING IN WASHINGTON by Staff Writer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

known as one of the premier 

jazz keyboardists in the history 

of the idiom. Jazz vocalist and 

B. W. Harris alumna Eugenia 

Roberts-Jelani provided a 

standout performance, which  

guests rated as being ‘simply 

out of this world.’ Roberts-

Jelani paid tribute to her role 

models including Mrs. Izetta 

Cooper who she serenaded to 

the tune of Frank Sinatra’s “I 

did it my way.” 

 

Once the incredible 

performance had ended, guests 

enjoyed the fabulous autumn 

breeze as they strolled down the 

Kennedy Center’s marble stairs to 

the Watergate Hotel, and ushered 

into the “Rivers” at the Watergate 

Private Dining Room for a four-

course dinner prepared by the 

restaurant’s world class chefs. 

  

Event organizer Cherrine Smith, 

Task Force Chair Eugene Bedell 

Sr. and Mr. Gerald Cooper, 

president of Liberian 

Episcopalians in the United States 

made remarks. Ms. Gudrun 

Harris, National Chair of the B. 

W. Harris Alumni Association in 

the U.S.A. who had recently 

toured the school in September 

also addressed the gathering.  The 

final three speeches were made by 

corporate sponsors at the event. 

Each company was represented 

by its respective chief executives: 

Mr. Narasimha Bhogavalli 

represented Tekdynamics; Mr. 

Field Tembo represented 

ADTELP, while 
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established in 2012, and 

chaired by alumnus 

Eugene Bedell Sr., has 

been charged to raise 

$200,000 over the next 

four years to fund new 

infrastructure development 

at the school. The event’s 

total and this year’s 

contributions of cash, 

pledges and services 

exceeded $21,000. Alumna 

Cherrine Smith was the 

organizer and coordinator 

of the event. 

 

On Sunday, Oct. 6, 2012, the 

Infrastructure and 

Development Task Force 

initiative of the Capital 

Campaign Committee of the 

B. W. Harris Alumni 

Association USA Inc. hosted a 

truly inspiring and successful 

fundraising event at the John 

F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts. 

 

The Task Force, which was  

The evening, 

which was 

dedicated to music 

lovers, featured a 

number of live 

performances by 

Dr. Lonnie Smith 

Trio. Smith blew 

the audience away 

when he let loose 

on his Hammond 

B3 organ. Smith is 

internationally 
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AN AUTUMN EVENING cont 

December 2012 

NIBCAA was represented 

by its President Mr. 

Everett Miles. Each 

company pledged their 

support for the campaign. 

 

The Alumni Association 

envisions using the funds 

generated by the Task 

Force to construct 

additional space at the 

school to host a 

conference room, training 

rooms, additional class 

rooms, a modern 

computer room, a digital 

library and additional 

office space The 

improvement will be 

planned collaboratively 

with the Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church of 

Liberia, the board of 

trustees, and the 

administration of B. W. 

Harris. 

 

EVENT PICTURES: 
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ASSOCIATION TO CONDUCT THE “B.W. HARRIS DIGITIZATION                                       

PROJECT” By Staff Writer 

 
begun to succumb to age. Principal 

King and National Chair Harris 

mutually agreed that the most 

efficient and affordable way to 

preserve the records was to 

digitize them through scanning. 

 

In October 2012, at the request of 

National Chair Harris, Cllr. 

Mohamedu F. Jones conducted an 

assessment of whether a flatbed 

scanner previously purchased by 

the Association and the computer 

equipment in the registrar’s office 

were suitable to undertake the 

proposed B. W. Harris Records 

Digitization Project. Cllr. Jones 

reported to the National Chair, 

after visiting the school and 

consulting with the principal and 

registrar, and examining the 

equipment and the records that the 

lack of an automatic document 

feeder (ADF) on the scanner and 

the older model computer in the 

Registrar’s office meant that they 

were unsuitable for such an 

intensive project. In his report, 

Cllr. Jones observed that the needs 

December 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for such a project included a late 

model Windows 7 OS computer 

with the latest scanning software 

and at least two high capacity 

scanners with ADF capabilities. 

 

Following the grant of a Lenovo 

All-In-One Computer, a Xerox 

high capacity multi-document 

scanner, protective UPS with 

battery, a 1TB external hard 

drive backup, and a multi-plug 

receptacle by an alumnus who 

wishes to remain anonymous, the 

Association purchased a second 

Xerox high capacity scanner and 

shipped all the items to 

Monrovia in late November.  

 

The B. W. Harris Records 

Digitization Project (RDP) is 

expected to start in January 2013 

and is anticipated to be the first 

of its kind for a school in 

Liberia. 

 

During her September 2012 

visit to B.W. Harris, National 

Chair Gudrun Harris was 

informed by Principal Lurleen 

King Falla that while the 

records of the school dating 

back to the '60s had 

miraculously survived the 

dangers of the civil war, they 

were subject to destruction by 

the elements of time, weather 

and mishaps. 

National Chair Harris and 

Principal Falla agreed that 

there was a need to preserve 

these records, which were 

irreplaceable.  National Chair 

Harris personally examined 

her school records while she 

was at the school, indicating 

her surprise at the very good 

condition they were in. She 

also observed, however, that 

some of the older records had 
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CHAPTER UNIFORM REPORTING AND FINANCIAL SYSTEM (CURFIS) 
by Albertha Gillespie • What Programs (if any) did 

your Chapter Host this 

Quarter? 

• What Programs (if any) is 

your Chapter Planning to 

Host next Quarter? 

• What Matters or Concerns 

does the Chapter wish to 

bring to the Attention of the 

National Officers? 

CURFIS was designed 

according to the Audit 

Guidelines # 8 & 9: 

  

8.  National and Local chapters 

prepare timely financial 

statements including a Balance 

Sheet [or statement of financial 

position) and Statement of 

Revenue and Expenses [or 

statement of financial 

activities], which are clearly 

stated and useful for 

examination and filing as 

required.  

 

 9.  National and Local 

Chapters prepare financial 

December 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of the CURFIS is 

to provide consistency between 

all chapters with regards to their 

internal financial records. The 

Objectives are provided below: 

 

For chapters to have the same 

information for IRS and auditing 

purpose 

For chapters to develop the 

skills with knowledge of their 

financial strength and 

weaknesses. 

 

For chapters to identify 

reoccurring issues that exist in 

their chapters The chapters were 

provided with a template that 

was separated into 3 tabs: 

 

1.  Chapters Expenditures. 

This tab allowed the Chapters 

to list their total Donations and 

Contributions made, as well as 

their actual expenses for each 

quarter being reported. 

2.  Chapters Budget. 

This tab allowed the chapter to 

list their budgeted amount for 

fundraisers and other events 

planned. This also allowed 

them to list the actual amount 

received from those functions, 

less their expenses. 

3.  Chapters Report 

This tab allowed the chapters to 

see: 

• How Many Members Paid 

Chapter Dues, and are in 

their Chapter this Quarter? 

• Which Months and Dates 

Did the Chapter Hold 

Meetings this Quarter? 

• How Many Members 

Attended Each Meeting? 

statements on a budget versus 

actual and/or comparative 

basis to achieve a better 

understanding of their 

finances. 

  

With our chapters being 

provided with the tools for 

success, including a laptop, a 

meeting was held between the 

Financial Secretary (Albertha 

Gillespie) and the chapter 

presidents to answer any 

questions or concerns that 

they had in regards to this 

new template. The Chapters 

presidents that were absent 

were later given the 

opportunity to allow them to 

become familiar with 

CURFIS.  

 

Armed with the knowledge 

needed, our Chapter 

Presidents have been 

empowered to do their best, 

with the help of National, to 

succeed for the betterment of 

our Alma Mater. 
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B.W. HARRIS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ACADEMIC AND 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE by  Angeline Bishop-Oshoko 

 
provided an insight into the need to 

enrich  students with additional 

skills. We are excited that the Home 

Economics Class has been 

furnished with 3 sewing machines 

and crocheting items, which were 

delivered to the school in October. 

Plans are on its way to purchase a 

cooking stove that will provide 

students with the opportunity to 

learn how to bake. 

 

We have acquired a new 

Curriculum! 

Our goal is to have the A Beka 

Curriculum and Books at the school 

by the beginning of the 2013-2014 

school year. The approved 

curriculum is an interactive 

approach to science, technology, 

engineering, and math. This 

approach uses experiments, 

demonstrations, and arts and crafts 

to foster critical thinking and 

analytical skills. It also strengthens 

creative expression, writing,  

December 2012 

We look forward to an 

exciting and rewarded school 

year for B W Harris students 

as they strive towards 

academic excellence. The B 

W Harris Alumni Association 

Academic and Scholarship 

Committee will announce its 

recipients for academic school 

year 2012-2013 in the next 

Spartan Newsletter and on the 

website. Review of 

scholarship applications will 

be completed soon. Students 

who are awarded scholarships 

will also receive books for the 

academic school year. 

 

The Library: A resource 

room for students! 

The Committee is pleased to 

report that 650 new books 

have been purchased through 

a generous donation from the 

D.C. Metro Chapter, to 

revamp the school’s library.  

 

The committee is hopeful that 

the library will be filled with 

many enrichment experiences 

for the children and families. 

We are encouraging summer 

reading programs. It is the goal 

of the committee to obtain 

additional resources for the 

library in the near term. In 

addition the following books 

were recommended for the 

Library for preschool children: 

 

Russell the Sheep by Rob 

Scotton Shhhh! Everybody’s 

Sleeping by Julie Markes I 

Dream of an Elephant by Ami 

Rubinger Switching on the 

Moon: A Very First book of 

bedtime poems by Frances 

Watts. 

  

Can our students acquire 

Home Economic skills? 

Conversations with the 

Principal, Mrs. Luleen Falla 

communication, and reading 

skills. Professional 

development is the key to 

being the best teachers, it 

provide teachers with the 

opportunity to move forward in 

a rewarding career. The 

academic program offers 

periodic stipends to help 

prepare educators with the 

skills and knowledge they need 

to stay current with updated 

instructional materials and to 

find high quality resources to 

improve the quality of 

education at B W Harris. 

Teachers are encouraged to 

attend workshops during the 

school year.  
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ACADEMIC AND SCHOLARSHIP  

COMMITTEE cont 

 

 

 

The Association’s Capital 

Campaign Committee has 

announced its goal for the 2013 

Convention in the amount of 

$12,500 minimum. This would 

represent a modest increase over the 

$12,077.81 contributed during at 

the 2012 Convention year. The goal 

of the Committee is to achieve 

minimally four Lifetime members 

and five Hall of Famers, noting that 

there are several “Gold Club” 

members eligible to become 

Lifetime Members. 

 

The Capital Campaign Committee, 

which comprises members Bella 

Wariebi Barclay, Joanna Freeman 

Richards and Cllr. Mohamedu F. 

Jones as chair is also looking to 

expanding participation in the 

Capital Campaign’s Walls of 

Memory and Recognition. The 

Committee is also encouraging 

members and friends of B. W. 

Harris who do not wish to 

participate at a specific Capital 

December 2012 

Revamping the Science Lab! 

Funding is available for the 

expansion of the science lab. 

The Academic and Scholarship 

program Chair is working in 

collaboration with the principal 

and science teacher to purchase 

the new equipment for the 

science lab. Phase 1 will be 

implemented at the beginning 

of the next semester and phase 

2 and 3 will be implemented 

during the next academic year. 

 

We are looking forward to 

implementing the following 

programs for the next semester 

and into the next school year: 

  

Continuous Professional 

Development for Teachers 

Tutorial Program 

Spelling Bee 

Read Across Monrovia 

Science and Math Club 

College Prep Program 

Teacher of the Year 

 

  

 

Chairman USA – Angeline 

Bishop-Oshoko 

 

Co-Chair USA – Owen Neal 

 

Co-Chair – Dr. Rosalita 

Kennedy 

 

Chairman Liberia – Adolf 

Sackey 

 

Co-Chair Liberia – Yede 

Allison 

 

 

Campaign level to contribute to 

the Spartan Annual Giving 

Fund or directly to the 

Endowment Fund. The 

Committee observed that 

contributions to the 

Endowment Fund stood at 25 

percent of the stated goal of 

raising $50,000 by 2016, and 

anticipated that the Association 

would meet or exceed the 

objective. 

 

Contributions to the Capital 

Campaign may be made 

through PayPal 

http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.

org/node/127 or payable to B. 

W. Harris Episcopal School 

Alumni Association-USA, Inc., 

11140 Rockville Pike # 121 

Rockville, MD 20852. 

 

 

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

ANNOUNCES 2013 GOAL: $12,500  
by Staff Writer 

 

http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.org/node/127
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http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.org/node/127
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http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.org/node/127
http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.org/node/127
http://www.bwharrisalumniusa.org/node/127
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DC METRO CHAPTER IS ON THE MOVE by  Joe Walker 

 1. amount of $2,981 for the “DC                     

Metro Chapter Library Book    

Project” for the school in 

Liberia. 

 

2. Organized the DC Metro Cllr. 

Mohamedu F. Jones, Annual 

Scholarship. The chapter 

provided $353 for a scholarship 

this year and will donate the 

cost of tuition for a student 

perpetually. 

 

3. Maintained and expanded the 

Annual Country Cook and 

Family Fun Day. 

 

4. The first chapter to pay her 

annual assessment months in 

advance of convention 2012. 

 

5. Instituted quality programs to 

make the chapter financially 

stable. 

 

6. Acquired table cloths, chair 

covers and other decoration 

materials for the chapter 
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The DC Metro Chapter 

continues to make meaningful 

contributions to the 

development of the 

association and our Alma 

Mater. The chapter, been the 

first chapter to host a 

convention in the association, 

continues to live up to her 

relevance. Since the 

leadership of the current 

President Spartan J. Wleabo 

Walker II, the chapter has 

gone beyond the call to assist 

the national association 

achieve her goals. 

 

After assuming the leadership 

of the chapter, Spartan Walker 

AKA “Joe Tex” of the class of 

81’ attended the Tri-State 

George D. Brown Annual 

Awards and recognition dinner 

and saw the need to emulate 

and organize similar program 

in his chapter. The Emmanuel 

W .Johnson Sr. Program was 

born and this year we 

celebrated the third edition on 

October 13, 2012 at the Kahler 

Hall in Columbia, Md. This 

program has been financially 

successful since its inception 

and members look forward to 

attend it annually. 

 

A release from the chapter 

reports that this year’s program 

was filled with excitement.  

Presenters were non-Spartans 

who added to the financial 

success of the program; there 

were delicious food, lots of 

entertainment, dancing and a 

red carpet event. Famous 

Liberian DJ Noko4 of Radio-

LIB provided the music. He and 

12 others received awards for 

their contribution to humanity. 

 

The DC Metro chapter has 

made tremendous progress 

under the current leadership in 

other areas as highlighted 

below: 

 

1. Contributed to the National 

Association in 2012 the 

7. Consistently paid the 

chapter’s annual 

assessment of $1,500.00 to 

the National Association. 

 

8. Has made the DC Metro   

Chapter one of the most 

financially stable chapters 

in the association.  

 

9. Presently working on 

Standard Operating 

Procedures for the chapter. 

 

Despite these successes, the 

involvement of members in the 

chapter’s work continues to be 

a major challenge.  There are 

few committed members who 

continue to contribute to the 

chapter. The leadership will 

continue to exert effort to 

encourage and motivate 

members to get involve in the 

development of the chapter, the 

association and our alma mater 

through aggressive telephone 

calls, emails and other means.  
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A CHAT WITH DC 

CHAPTER Mona Diggs 

 

 

 

The B.W. Harris Alumni   

Association North Carolina 

Chapter is one of the newest 

chapters of this national 

association and we are striving 

to be one of the best. 

 

On August 25, 2012, the NC 

Chapter held a successful fish 

fry fundraiser in Charlotte, 

N.C. We also elected a new 

core of officers.  

 

The officers elected are: 

 

• Richard Wright –President 

• Danlette Cisco- Vice 

President 

• Wanda Gibson-Bropleh–

Secretary 

December 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The DC Metro Chapter 

successfully hosted its 3rd Rev. 

Fr. Dr. Emmanuel W. Johnson 

Program on October 13, 2012. 

The program, which 

acknowledged contributions of a 

wide array of persons in various 

fields of service to their 

communities, was attended by 

over 300 persons, including 

guests from Liberia. DC Metro 

reported that it has already 

commenced planning its 2013 Fr. 

Johnson program scheduled to be 

held in October 2013. According 

to reports from the Chapter, it 

has also commenced planning its 

other annual event, the Summer 

Cookout for 2013, to be held in 

May. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October 2012, after serving 

for 5 years as interim 

president, Charles Johnson 

resigned the position. Spartan 

Nadine Wilson, Vice President 

with the consensus of the body 

was unanimously elected as 

Acting President of the Rhode 

Island Chapter. Chris Brooks 

was similarly unanimously 

elected to succeed Nadine as 

Vice President. 

  

The Rhode Island Chapter is 

planning several fundraisers 

for 2013. 

  

• April Food sale  

• May Food sale 

• Foxwoods Bus trip 

• Aleda Luke- Chaplain 

• Musu Gbarbea- Treasurer 

 

Board members are: 

 

• Rosetta Mayson  

• Victor Gibson 

 

Our chapter’s 2nd annual the 

Rt. Rev. Fr. King Awards and 

Recognition Dinner and 

Installation is scheduled for 

January 12, 2013. The NC 

chapter under the leadership of 

Mr. Wright is looking forward 

to planning and hosting the 

2014 convention. 

 

We wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Prosperous 

New Year! 

A CHAT WITH NC CHAPTER 
Lydia Elliott 

A CHAT WITH RI 

CHAPTER Alex Brown 
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A CHAT WITH TX 

CHAPTER Irna Williams 

The Georgia, Tristate, & Midwest 

chapters remain very active chapters 

in the association.   

 

The Minnesota Chapter remains 

committed to the mission of the 

association; however, its leadership is 

currently in transition.   

 

The above chapters did not have any 

new information to report since the 

last edition of the Mighty Spartan. 

 

However, on behalf of the chapter 

officers and its members; Georgia, 

Tristate, Midwest, & Minnesota is 

wishing all Spartans and Friends of 

Sparta a Happy Holiday Season!   

December 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Texas Chapter mourns  

the loss of member Alvin Hoff, 

who passed away in October 

2012. 

  

The chapter's is embarking on 

reaching out to members in other 

parts of Texas as a central 

approach to growth.  In this light, 

the President, officers and 

members have decided to host 

the next chapter meeting in 

Dallas in 

December.  They believe this 

will help strengthen and grow 

the chapter and the Association. 

Texas is also taking steps to hold 

a fundraiser, which date will be 

determined at the next meeting. 

A CHAT WITH GA, MIDWEST, TRISTATE, & MN CHAPTERS 
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B. W. HARRIS - LIBERIA CHAPTER 
by Adolf VKP Sackey – President of the Liberian Chapter 
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I would like to express my 

sincere thanks and appreciation 

to the B.W.I. Alumni 

Association for honoring our 

chapter’s invitation and the 

entire membership of the B.W. 

Harris Alumni Association for 

your support financially, 

morally, and physically during 

the Sports Day Program held 

on the 24th of November. 

 

Without all of you, our 

leadership would not succeed.  

Let us continue to keep the 

candle and spirit of 

“Spartanism” burning!  

 

Watch out for a formal program 

to announce the dedication of 

the White Boards very soon !  

 

Spartanly Yours….  
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The deputy director made a 

correlation between education and 

crime and said that lack of 

education is often one of the many 

reasons why young people engage 

in crime. Meanwhile, Col. Styker 

has informed the students that the 

face of the police will soon 

change and that the leadership of 

the Liberian National Police is 

doing everything possible to 

ensure that corruption is 

eradicated from the LNP. She told 

the students that soon, they will 

have a police force that they can 

be proud of. 

 

Also speaking at the occasion was 

Mr. Daniel Brown, CEO of a local 

information technology company. 

Mr. Brown an alumnus of B.W. 

Harris School encouraged the 

students to study hard and be 

focused. According to Brown, 

there are many alumni of B. W. 

Harris School who are occupying 

various positions in government 

December 2012 

As B. W. Harris School 

commemorates its 52nd 

Gala Anniversary, several 

events are being held. On 

Tuesday, November 27, 

2012, the school held its 

Spartan Pride Day program 

which was attended by a 

number of prominent 

Liberians. One of those 

prominent Liberians 

included Deputy Police 

Director for Administration 

Col. Rose Stryker. Stryker, 

who is also an honorary 

member of B. W. Harris 

Alumni Association Inc. 

USA, surprised the 

students when she spoke 

about the meaning of 

success. She informed the 

students that as the only 

female on the Liberian 

National Police Leadership 

team, she has to work 

harder. Col Stryker 

encouraged the students to enjoy 

their time in school because when 

they graduate from school, there 

is a real world out there that will 

have  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a lot of expectations of them. Col 

Stryker urged the students to 

study hard and network with the 

right people. 

 

She assured the students of her 

fullest support toward the school; 

a remark which earned her a 

tremendous round of applause 

from the students.  

 

while others are in other 

professions including doctors, 

engineers, computer 

programmers, lawyers, and so 

on.  

 

In her closing remarks, 

Principal Lurleen King Fala 

thanked Col. Stryker and all 

other guests and informed Col. 

Stryker that B. W. Harris 

School  will be calling on her 

again in the near future. Asked 

how she felt about the occasion, 

Mrs. Josie Blayi, dean of 

students and moderator of the 

occasion, said she was very 

much impressed with the guest 

speakers’ motivational remarks 

and success stories. She 

specifically referenced Col. 

Stryker’s remarks and said that 

she was truly inspired by the 

deputy director’s story. Mrs. 

Blayi is also an alumnae of the 

school.  

 

ADDITIONAL PICTURES OF 

THE B.W. HARRIS 

EPISCOPAL SCHOOL GALA 

NEXT PAGE: 

 

      

 

ECHOES FROM SPARTA by Darren Wilkins 
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FEATURED SPARTAN 
by Getahn Ward 

 

Handel Ciapha Kiazolue "KC" 

Diggs is a big believer in the 

Latin expression “Carpe Diem,” 

which means to seize the day. He 

also believes people blessed with 

so much should give back in 

time, finances and other 

resources. 

 

That mentality is in part 

responsible for his success both 

in his career in pharmaceutical 

sales and in chairing the B.W. 

Harris Episcopal High School 

Alumni Association USA for two 

terms through 2011. 

 

“Every day presents a new 

challenge -- my whole goal every 

day is to maximize my 

opportunity,” said Diggs, a senior 

sales consultant with Bristol-

Myers Squibb Co. who graduated 

from B.W. Harris in 1975. 

 

On his job, Diggs has been 

praised for his teamwork and 

leadership skills and during his 

two-decade career has been a 

nine-time winner of the 

December 2012 

Spartan Handel “KC” Diggs 
  

pharmaceutical giant’s highest 

sales recognition award.  He 

used skills such as 

teambuilding and gathering 

feedback to take the alumni 

association to new heights.  

 

“His strength is being able to 

meet anybody across the aisles 

– K.C. can easily relate to 

people who graduated from 

B.W. Harris in 1969 and also 

relate to somebody who 

graduated in 2010,” said 

Varney Coleman, a high school 

classmate who grew up with 

Diggs in Logan Town, 

Monrovia, in the ’60s.  “He’s a 

go-to kind of guy that you can 

rely on – unlike some people 

that talk the talk but can’t walk 

the walk.” 

 

Diggs, who’s named after  the 

great composer George 

Frederick Handel and loves  

classical music, recalled being 

quiet and shy during his school 

days, deferring to the likes of 

the Rev. H. Budu Shannon and 

Cllr. Cyril Jones who were 
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firsthand through examples set by 

his parents, Osborne and Eva B. 

Diggs, who helped their neighbors 

that didn’t have much and took 

their children to Providence 

Baptist Church in Monrovia.  

They also drove home the 

importance of family, Diggs 

recalled. 

 

Growing up, Diggs recalled his 

father, who ran the national public 

library in Liberia, inspiring his 

son to read and enrolling him in a 

two-week vacation reading club 

beginning in the third grade. That 

increased Diggs’ interest in 

reading, which remains a hobby. 

Years later before his father’s 

death in 2009, Diggs would buy 

best-selling books and he and his 

father would read them and share 

thoughts. 

 

Upon graduating from B.W. 

Harris in 1975, Diggs enrolled at 

the University of Liberia and 

earned a B.A. degree in 

economics that reflected his 

interest in becoming a banker.   

December 2012 

more popular back then. 

Coleman recalled calling 

Diggs “the dreamer” 

because as a conversation 

starter he often would tell 

girls in whom he had an 

interest: “I had a dream 

about you.” 

 

Diggs is married to Spartan 

Mona Diggs and the couple 

has one son, Charles 

Kiazolue Diggs. Although 

Diggs' full name is Handel 

Ciapha Kiazolue Diggs, 

fellow B.W. Harris 

basketball teammates 

reversed his middle initials 

and began calling him 

"KC." 

 

Diggs surprised even 

himself when he stepped 

up to seek the 

chairmanship of the alumni 

association, beginning his 

first term in 2007. “For a 

long time, I’d been 

considering leadership and 

I kept finding excuses that 

I wasn’t going to do it,” Diggs 

recalled. “At a certain time, I 

decided to make that leap.” 

 

Under his chairmanship, the 

association implemented the 

Smart Technology Program to 

transform B.W. Harris School 

into a 21st century learning 

environment, began issuing  

quarterly financial reports, and 

launched the Chairman’s 

Leadership Award and the Hall of 

Fame and Gold Club fundraising 

initiatives. 

 

Diggs, however, counts among 

his biggest achievements 

encouraging more people to 

become engaged in the alumni 

association. “We created an 

environment so more people can 

become stakeholders in the 

association,” he said. “If you’re a 

stakeholder, then you’re more 

willing to give back to the 

association.” 

 

The importance of giving back is 

something Diggs learned 

 

After LU, he worked for a year 

as an analyst at the National 

Investment Commission before 

leaving Liberia a year after the 

1980 coup. 

 

He went to Houston to pursue 

and earned an MBA degree 

from Texas Southern 

University. While attending a 

job fair featuring several banks 

in New York where he’d moved 

upon graduation, Diggs recalled 

a conversation with 

representatives from a 

pharmaceutical company about 

their experiences including 

opportunities and challenges 

they faced. “It just seemed to be 

a dynamic environment,” he 

added. “Every day presents new 

challenges and opportunities 

and that’s something I was 

drawn to.” 

 

His job involves trying to find 

new clients largely through 

introducing health care 

prescribers to the benefits and 

costs of Bristol-Myers Squibb’s 

products.  In addition to the 
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nine Pinnacle Awards that 

recognized Diggs for 

achieving top 10 percent 

sales results, he’s received 

district leadership awards 

in New York and Maryland 

and the Greater New York 

Region Leadership Award. 

 

The major drug makers 

have cut staff and other 

costs amid challenges 

including expiration of 

patents on key drugs, 

payment cuts under health 

care reform, decline in 

their drug pipelines and 

more use of generics drugs. 

“You face challenges all 

the time, but the key is to 

convert those challenges 

into opportunities,” Diggs 

said. “You have to embrace 

the change, explore 

opportunities and exploit 

them.” 

 

Diggs first became 

involved in leadership of 

the alumni association as 

vice president of the New York 

chapter and then president of the 

Tri-State chapter. Initiatives 

under his watch included 

initiating the sending out of 

birthday cards to chapter 

members and consistent financial 

reporting and accountability. 

Upon leaving office, he proposed 

the Bishop George D. Browne 

Achievement Awards, which Tri-

state chapter members approved. 

 

The biggest challenge and 

opportunity the B.W. Harris 

Alumni Association USA faces 

today remains getting a lot more 

people involved in running its 

affairs, Diggs said. “If we can 

convert those challenges into 

opportunities, we’ll be able to 

significantly enhance our 

prospects,” he added. “To whom 

much is given, much is expected. 

Where I see myself today, it was 

through efforts and sacrifices 

other people made for me. So I 

felt incumbent to do likewise – 

give back my resources and time 

to those in need.” 

 



Page 21 

2012 Convention Events 

Entrance/Door   $3,375.00  

 

2012 Convention Events Food & 

Drinks $4,372.00  

 

20th Anniversary Commemorative 

Items $335.00  

2012 Convention Souvenir 

Advertisements $150.00  

 

2012 Convention Event - Park 

Booth Rental $50.00  

 

2013 Convention Pre-registration 

$300.00  

 

2011/2012 Life Time Member 

$1,200.00  

 

2013 Convention Commemorative 

Items  $30.00  

 

2012/2013 Capital Campaign 

$100.00  

 

SmarTech IV - 1 Laptop**  $300.00

  

December 2012 

B W Harris Episcopal 

School Alumni 

Association-USA, Inc. 

Financial Report July 1, 

2012 - September 30, 2012  

 

Income/Revenue:

  

Beginning Balance 

07/01/2012  

Operational Account 

$33,463.19  

Scholarship Account 

$5,432.85  

Endowment Fund 

$6,000.00  

PayPal  $968.12

  

Combined Accounts 

Beginning Balance 

Total:$45,864.16 

 

Other Income & Deposits:

  

Building Infrastructural - 

2012 Kennedy Center 

Autumn Event  

$5,700.00 

 

2013 Lifetime Member $900.00

  

Change Money for 2012 

Convention  $1,000.00  

 

2012/2013 Partial Tuition for 

Joseph Johnson of behalf of the 

Class of '78 Educational Fund 

$500.00  

 

2012 Convention Pre-

Registration  $70.00  

 

2013 Convention Pre-

Registration $445.00  

 

Souvenir Advertisements $70.00

  

Other Income & Deposits Sub-

total: $8,685.00  

  

 

 2012 Convention - Intake June 

29, 2012 - July 1, 2012 - Detroit, 

MI  

2012 Convention Registration 

$1,700.00  

Tri-State Chapter 2013 

Convention Assessment 

$1,500.00  

 

DC Metro Chapter - 2012/2013 

Scholarship Fund**  $353.00  

 

DC Metro Chapter - B W Harris 

Library Books**  $2,891.76  

 

2012/2013 Scholarship Fund** 

$250.00  

 

2012 Convention - Intake 

Sub-total: $16,906.76  

 

Returned Checks Chargeback & 

Fees 

Return Checks Chargeback 

($230.00) 

Return Checks Chargeback Fee 

($24.00) 

Returned Checks Chargeback & 

Fees Total: 

($254.00) 

2012 Convention - Intake Total: 

$16,652.76 

Other Income/Deposits Grand 

Total: 

$71,201.92 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 7/12 – 9/12 
by Meyartha Perry 
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Western Union Transfer and Fees 

- Balance of Donations Received 

From Friends of Jimmy Neal 

($2,667.50)  

 

Postage ($204.73) 

  

Bank Fees/Charges (International 

Wire Transfer) ($45.00) 

 

PayPal Fee ($57.04) 

 

Expenses Total: ($12,897.88)

  

Combined Accounts Ending 

Balance 09/30/12  $58,304.04

  

**The Following 

Spartans/Chapters/Class 

donated and/or contributed to 

the 2012/2013 Scholarship Fund 

and/or Projects during this 

period:  

 

Scholarships:  

Charles Hoffman  

DC Metro Chapter  

Tri-State Chapter  

Class of '81  

 

Expenses:  

2012/2013 B W Harris 

Principal 

Subsidy/Incentive (1st 

Half) ($600.00)

  

2012/2013 Partial Tuition 

Payment for Joseph 

Johnson of behalf of the 

Class of '78 ($500.00)

  

2012/2013 Annual Repairs 

& Maintenance of School 

(B W Harris High School - 

Monrovia, Liberia) 

($2,500.00)  

 

National Chair 

Travels/Incidentals 

($538.27)  

 

National Chair Travel to 

Liberia (two weeks-

lodging, trans., meals) 

($1,000.00)  

 

SmarTech IV Annual 

Upgrade/Maintenance (15 

Power Supplies) ($344.94)

  

  

2 HP Laptops for Secretary & 

Treasurer ($899.94) 

  

2 Years Internet Security for 

Laptops ($59.99) 

  

2012 Convention Videography - 

Partial Payment  ($432.00)  

 

2012 Convention Spartan Bucks 

($66.52)  

 

2012 Convention Board Meeting 

- Stationery & Supplies ($282.75)

  

2012 Convention Chairman 

Renaissance Ball Additional 

Tables ($600.00) 

  

2012 Convention Awards 

($913.58)  

 

2012/2013 Academic Program 

(Home Economics) ($1,165.62)

  

National Chair Calls (Principal - 

B W Harris High School - 

Monrovia Liberia) ($20.00)  

 

  

SmarTech: 

Terrence Brown 

Ciata Diggs  

  

Projects:  

Tri-State Chapter - Clinic  

Tri-State Chapter - 

Kindergarten Class  

DC Metro Chapter - Library 

Books 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT cont 
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6 scallions, chopped 

1½ teaspoons dried oregano 

4 tomatoes, peeled, cored, 

seeded, and diced 

1 pound spaghetti, cooked al 

dente (or pasta of your 

choice) 

Salt and freshly ground black 

pepper to taste (or buy the 

feta that is already seasoned 

with black pepper) 

  

Combine shrimp, feta, 

scallions, oregano, tomatoes, 

and salt and pepper (if you 

did not buy the seasoned 

feta) in large bowl. (Be 

careful adding salt as feta is 

salty) Let mixture stand at 

room temperature for at least 

1 hour.  Add freshly cooked 

and drained pasta to the 

sauce and toss to coat well. 
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3 peaches, peeled and sliced 

3 fresh tomatoes, cut in wedges 

1avocado, peeled and cut into 

wedges 

2 tablespoon extra virgin olive 

oil 

2 tablespoon apple vide vinegar 

or fresh lemon juice 

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

1 tablespoon chopped fresh 

basil leaves 

1/8 teaspoon salt 

Fresh ground pepper to taste 

Arrange peach slices, tomatoes 

and avocados in a pretty 

pattern on serving platter. In a 

small bowl combine 

ingredients, whisk to blend. 

Serve dressing on the side to 

drizzle over the salad.  

 

Enjoy this low calorie, high 

fiber per serving treat as part of 

your holiday diet. 

 

Shrimp and Feta Cheese 

Sauce à la Grecque  
Submitted by 

Chef Miyesha Cheeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 pound medium shrimp, 

cooked, shelled, deveined 

1 pound feta cheese, rinsed, 

patted dry, crumbled 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start with you favorite baking fish 

(snapper, grouper, salmon) and 

prepare and bake as you would 

normally.   

 

Sauté onions, garlic, fresh 

tomatoes, ketchup and mustard in 

butter (or margarine, olive oil).   

Season to taste – adding you 

favorite seasonings – add scotch 

bonnet pepper, if you desire -  bring 

to thicken consistency.  Half way 

through baking cycle pour sauce 

over fish  and continue baking fish 

until done.  Be careful not to over 

season either fish or sauce. 

Caribbean Style  Baked 

Fish 
Submitted by  

Chef Gail Farngalo 

New & Tasty Recipes 
Peach, Tomato, & 

Avocado Salad 
Submitted by  

Chef Georgina Briggs 
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1 (11 ounce) can mandarin 

oranges  

1 (8 ounce) can crushed 

pineapple, drained  

3 bananas, sliced  

2 cups flaked coconut  

2 cups miniature 

marshmallows (OPTIONAL) 

1 cup pecan pieces 

1 (16 ounce) container frozen 

whipped topping, thawed 

1 cup maraschino cherries 

 

In a large bowl, combine 

mandarin oranges, crushed 

pineapple, bananas, coconut, 

marshmallows (optional), 

and pecan pieces. Fold in 

whipped topping. Garnish 

with maraschino cherries. 

Chill for 1 hour or overnight. 
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1 (14 ounce) can sweetened 

condensed milk 

1/2 cup lemon juice 

1 (12 ounce) container frozen 

whipped topping, thawed 

1 (20 ounce) can crushed 

pineapple, drained 

 1 (11 ounce) can mandarin 

oranges, drained (OPTIONAL) 

1 (21 ounce) can cherry pie 

filling (OPTIONAL) 

2 (9 inch) graham cracker crust 

 

In a medium bowl, combine 

condensed milk and lemon 

juice. Fold in whipped topping. 

 

In a separate bowl, mix 

together pineapple, oranges 

and cherry pie filling 

(optional). Gently fold mixture 

into condensed milk mixture. 

 

Pour entire mixture into pie 

crusts. Cover and refrigerate 

overnight. (14 hours) 

 

Ambrosia Salad 
Submitted by 

Chef Miyesha Cheeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 cup of apple cider 

1 to 2 ounces of dark liquor 

(applejack, bourbon or dark rum) 

A drizzle of honey 

A squeeze of lemon 

Peeled fresh ginger root, coarsely 

chopped (thumb-size) 

Mulling spices(cinnamon sticks, 

whole cloves, allspice, nutmeg, etc) 

Garnishes: cinnamon stick stirrer, 

or a lemon, apple, or ginger slice 

 

In a saucepan, simmer the 

following over medium-low heat 

for at least 5 minutes: ginger, 

mulling spices, and cider (or for 15 

or more if you want full flavor).  

 

Add the liquor to mixture in the 

saucepan than drizzle some honey 

into a mug follow with liquored 

mixture, add a squeeze of lemon 

juice. Stir. Makes 1 cup 

Hot Apple-Ginger Toddy 
Submitted by  

Chef Miyesha Cheeks 

New & Tasty Recipes 
Million Dollar Pie 
Submitted by  

Chef Miyesha Cheeks 


